$JKxe*rpt fro* Attorney General* a Report Tor fiscal year dueled 
"June 30 , 1939s 

SSFIWAQE 

Tke fiscal year 1939 ms marked by the trial of four cases 
involving violations of the Espionage Act. In the years following 
the World War, only two such cases had been tried. 

• In the southern district of Mew York on Jane 20, 1938, the 
grand jury indicted two officers of the German War Ministry and 
16 other defendants for espionage, involving acts on the part of 
German apis® to steal Any, S«y, aid air defense secrets. Four- 
7 teen of the defendants fled the country. On December 2, 1938, 
Gmthcr.Gnstavo En^rich entered a plea of. guilty and was sentenced 
to 2 years in the penitentiary ♦ J ohanna Hof frnnn , Erich Glaser, and 

-tots Harman Voss were found guilty by a Jury, Mis-s Hoffman was 

sentenced to serve 4 years j Glaser, 2 years, and Voss, 6 years in 
a 



to December 14, 1938, in the district of the Canal Zone, 
lasts Sebackow was found guilty of taking and making photographs 
and photographic motives of gun implements and their locations 
within Port Saadolph, property of the felted States connected with 
the national defense, Schackow was sent 'meed to 2 years* imprison -- 
ffie »t. gmestR. luehrig was convicted of the same offense and 
received a like sentence on January 12, 1939. to appeal has been 
taken . 

Saifeffil States V. Michael Nicholas Gorin and Hafts Salieh^ - 

to March 10, 1939, the defendants - 
were found guilty by a Jury of violating the Espionage Act by un- 
lawfully obtaining information from th© United States Naval 
Intelligence files and reports at San Pedro, Calif., respecting the 
national defense , with the intent and reason to believe that the 
same ms to be used to the injury of the felted States and to tile advantage 
of a foreign nation, namely, the felon of Soviet Russia, the case 
is now m appeal, 

j£%r3. - 43Ulf & 1 Djcwmmd , a former aircraft employee, was charged 
in the southern district of California with the theft 'and attempted 
sale of information relating to the national defense, in violation 
of Gritted States Code, title 50, section 31. He was convicted and 
sentenced on December 23, 1938, to imprisonment for 2 years. 




Seventeen (l?) persons were arrested for sedition In Mew 
York City, as will appear from the Washington Daily Mews of 
January 15, 1940 (in this file). 

In addition, there has hem one other case which sight 
loosely be termed a spy case since June 30, 1939. gdward . Willia m 
McDonough ms convicted at Los Angeles of theft of .government 
property, namely, plans for an aeroplane. He was given six souths 
in December 1939* 

Gorin , referred to -above in this mssaorandisap was given six 
years in the penitentiary and a f 10,000. 

Saileh received four yea r« and a #10,000 fine. 




